
Prior Learning Topics 
 

As noted in the previous section on prior learning, it is expected that all students have extensive 

previous mathematical experiences, but these will vary. It is expected that mathematical studies SL 

students will be familiar with the following topics before they take the examinations, because 

questions assume knowledge of them. Teachers must therefore ensure that any topics listed here that 

are unknown to their students at the start of the course are included at an early stage. They should also 

take into account the existing mathematical knowledge of their students to design an appropriate 

course of study for mathematical studies SL. 

Students must be familiar with SI (Système International) units of length, mass and time, and their 

derived units. 

The reference given in the left-hand column is to the topic in the syllabus content; for example, 1.0 

refers to the prior learning for Topic 1—Number and algebra. 

Learning how to use the graphic display calculator (GDC) effectively will be an integral part of the 

course, not a separate topic. Time has been allowed in each topic of the syllabus to do this 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


